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“Journos abroad” 
 
Several of our journalism class colleagues have decided to go and 
study in universities abroad in exchange programmes this year.
 
We wanted them to be the eyes and ears of their chosen cities 
and become correspondents reporting back what they !nd as 
outsiders.
 
Look out for our “Journos Abroad” section coming to the Syn-
chronicity website soon for unique and in depth reporting from 
di#erent corners of the globe.
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The Team:

Letter From The Editor

Welcome to Synchronicity Magazine, named a$er 
the ability of nature to align all things to happen 
at the right time in life in a perfect %owing mo-
tion. Our name also pays tribute to our home of 
learning: City University, London.

 
More than one hundred nationalities %ock from all parts of the globe 
to come to study in our university, but there had yet to be an o&cial 
organ to represent this amazing phenomenon which is re%ective of 
the city we live in. Synchronicity Magazine seeks to be a publication 
that embraces all di#erences and brings us all together as one voice.
 
We want the young and creative spirits of City University to spread 
a new and alternative vision for journalism by going beyond what 
is expected of a student magazine. Synchronicity is your chance and 
platform to make your voice heard through written word or visual 
expressions, from culture to politics.
 
Since the beginning of our venture, the many people involved in the 
making of this magazine have explored a full range of original and 
exciting ideas. "ese are our main features:
 
Each issue has a theme around which we build the magazine. "e 
copy you are holding right now, and you’ve probably noticed already, 
is the Europe issue. Our dummy copy (which you can check out on-
line) focused on the idea of Independence, as at the time of writing 
several African countries were celebrating their anniversaries of de-
colonisation.
 
Viewpoint, the main feature of each issue, is a panoramic view on 
one particular subject. It is the focus of the month seen from di#er-
ent perspectives.
 
Country in Focus is based around an interview with a City student. 
Synchronicity wants to explore the many di#erent nationalities mix-
ing in our university. If you want to talk about your own country, 
please get in touch.
 
A$er a year of hard work and ups and downs, we are happy to say 
that Synchronicity is here to stay and a project that we would like to 
see continued past the end of our time at City. To make this happen, 
we need you to help us grow. You don’t need to be a journalism stu-
dent, anyone at City University can contribute. We only ask that you 
have an interest in the subject matter that you will cover, that you 
want your work to make a di#erence, by using it to inform people 
and encourage them to question the status quo. We are calling on 
you and your talent – whether you are the new George Orwell, have 
a passion for photography or even if you just write poetry – to help 
us build a bigger team.
 

Synchronicity is a print and online magazine. You can !nd us at 
www.synchronicitygroup.net on Facebook (Synchronicity magazine) 
and  on Twitter @synchronicitymag.
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A man jumps out of a window in despair. He feels that he has nothing 
to live for and credit can’t buy him happiness. He falls, passing %oor 
a$er %oor as the pavement gets closer and !nally… IMPACT! "e 
1929 stock market crash caused the world to spiral out of control.  
Not just on a monetary and !nancial level, but politically too.
 
"e Europe issue of Synchronicity is inspired by the 2008 recession 
hung parliaments disillusionment with traditional politics and the 
rise of the extreme right in Europe. "e question we ask is whether we 
could be heading towards another 1929, or whether this idea is just 
based on fear or scare-mongering from extreme right propaganda or 
sensationalist driven drivel.
 
"e questions answered by Searchlight’s Dan Hodges, shining a light 
on this issue in Viewpoint. Our review of the London-based band We 
Walk on Ice, focuses on the Swedish in%uences of the lead singer, Ida 
Jacobson. 
 

Enjoy.
 

Editor,

Mark A. Silberstein.
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32 Smith Square, in the heart of London 
was the home of the Conservative party until 
2004. Now it houses one of the "atcher era’s 
biggest enemies, the European Commission. 
Representing Europe is no easy task, says 
63-year-old Jonathan Scheele, especially in 
the middle of the current economic crisis.
"e most di&cult task he faces every day is 

explaining Europe to UK citizens and politi-
cians. Yet, “despite everything, people in quite 
large numbers are more interested in learning 
about the EU than you can necessarily glean 
from reading some of the press,” he says. “"e 
other part of the job is try to explain what’ is 
going on in the UK to those in Brussels and 
that is sometimes more di&cult.”
"e big question is why a young Cambridge 

graduate would even choose to go into Euro-
pean politics? “"ink back to the early 70s, it 
was relatively popular and there was a referen-
dum in 1975 a$er a sort of renegotiation,” he 
says. He still enjoys acting as representative for 
Europe in his home country, even when 67% 
of the population want to see a referendum 
on their membership in the European Union. 
"ose polls are paradoxical says Scheele, “the 

Since the recession of 2008, there 
seems to be more than just !nan-
cial issues at stake. "e disillusion-
ment with traditional politics has 

resulted in hung parliaments in Britain 
and in some countries in Europe.
"e knock on e#ect of this lack of support 

has seen voters trying to !nd solutions. 
Some have even turned to the extreme 
right as the economic woes of countries are 
blamed on scapegoats through xenophobia 
and Islamophobia.

population actually quite like results from the 
EU, they just don’t go with the institutional 
process. It’s a bit of a schizophrenic attitude.” 
Most of the anti-European attitude that the 
UK’s population has, comes from the negative 
and what he calls banal media stories about 
the EU, “published with no attempt to check 
with any EU sources about the facts. We sent 
them a letter [you can see the letter on their 
website] explaining the facts. And why let the 
facts get in the way of good anti-EU story?” 
Scheele says, “You know that’s the frustra-
tion,” adding that media coverage is the big-
gest problem he faces. Whatever the everyday 
problems are he still enjoys the job saying it 
gives him, “the opportunity to try to get a 
better understanding, particularly for me, of 
my own country,” a$er having spent so much 
time away from it.
He stopped living in the UK regularly in 

1975 and worked in Brussels and Geneva, in 
di#erent policy areas. In 2001 he !nally got 
into representing the Commission directly 
and went to Romania. Scheele says that the 
!ve years he spent there were fantastic, pro-
fessionally and personally “had the opportu-
nity to play a part in trying to sort out pro-

blems in Romania. And the country itself 
is an amazing country,” he adds. Especially 
important for him during his time there was 
the possibility to get closer to his two children 
and his wife who, although she isn’t a Euro-
pean o&cial and works as a teacher, was for 
the !rst time able to work with him as a team.
"e bookshelves behind his desk are !lled 
with books about Romania revealing his love 
for the country. Five years there were enough 
though, and he decided that it was time to 
move on: “Romania needs to be more self 
reliant and not to, sort of, appeal to the Com-
mission for an opinion.”
Scheele admits there are things the European 

Union doesn’t do well but feels that the accu-
sation that Brussels over-regulates is unfoun-
ded. He describes that what he and the Euro-
pean Commission mainly do is suggest what 
they think should be done on a pan-European 
scale to simplify the single market. Once it 
comes to implementing it every member will 
try to have its say and, “what started o# as so-
mething relatively simple ends up a bit more 
complicated.”
An obviously important point for the Euro-

pean Union and one that Scheele is confronted 

with every day is the economic crisis. Getting 
through the crisis is going to be a di&cult task 
for the EU and for the UK Scheele says but 
despite the public annoyance with the UK 
that was shown by some EU members he says 
“the EU has no desire to see London lose its 
role. It brings the biggest !nancial centre in 
the world.”
His German background becomes apparent 

when he talks about the current crisis. He 
displays a comprehensive knowledge of past 
and current German politics and asserts that 
the German chancellor, Angela Merkel, has 
so far played the most active and important 
role in !xing the crisis but sees the European 
Central Bank playing a bigger role in the near 
future. "e upcoming elections in France and 
Germany in the next two years won’t have any 
impact on the crisis he predicts, “We can’t 
a#ord to wait till then.”
If the crisis is solved and, “if the EU gets its 

act together then I think the mentality in the 
UK towards the EU may change in a positive 
direction’ he says with a hopeful smile.  
            

By Julien Rath
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VIEWPOINT

Right wing democratic governments in 
Germany, Britain and France have spoken 
about the failures of the multicultural 
‘experiments’ in their countries. Is history 
repeating itself and could this be a pattern 
reminiscent of the conditions in 1929 when 
extreme right wing support grew due to it? 
Or does this rise seem larger than it is due 
to continous mentions of these elements in 
the mass media? Synchronicity Magazine 
spoke to Daniel Hodges a communications 
consultant for Searchlight, an organisation 
founded in 1962 that gathers information 
on the extreme right, about his take on the 
subject.

Q. I was interested in the connection 
between all the extreme right wing groups in 
Europe and their involvement with groups in 
the UK. Is there a strong solidarity between 
them all? I know for instance that last year 
some EDL members went to Amsterdam to 
join the Dutch Defence League in support of 
Geert Wilders in his trial. Yet Wilders said 
a$erwards, contemptuously, that he didn’t 
know anything about them or invite them.

A. "ere’s been some very close liaisons. Du-
ring the Luton demonstration senior far right 
activists from Germany, Sweden and France 
attended the rally and stayed overnight in the 

local Hilton hotel. "ey did go out to Amster-
dam but were ambushed by European anti-
fascist activists. "ey [EDL] are less political 
than their European counterparts but some of 
the more senior EDL players see attractions to 
building on the model of their European far 
right counterparts.

Q. As history seems to repeat itself, do you 
think that it is a possibility that the world 
might be going through another 1929 stock 
market crash scenario and the rise of extre-
mities in Europe? Back then and with our 
recession today, more people are becoming 
disillusioned with traditional politics, which 
got them into the economic mess, while 
extreme right wing parties are gaining more 
support in this climate of austerity due to 
!nding scapegoats.

A. "ere is no room for complacency and the 
strength of the far right on mainland Europe 
is troubling. But look at it another way; in the 
UK we’ve experienced the ‘perfect storm’ for 
the extremists. Financial, crash, recession, 
Labour party deeply unpopular, Tories unable 
to properly capitalise, immigration at the top 
of the political agenda, the expenses scandal, 
etc. And yet the BNP is imploding and the 
EDL is turning in on itself. If they [anti-fascist 
groups] are vigilant and organise they can 
hold the line.

Q. In your opinion, do you feel that it can  
become as extreme again as it was in the 
1930s? In France where Marine Le Pen is gai-
ning more support and so-called “moderate” 
right-wing politicians like Sarkozy expelling 
the Roma Gypsies without any protests. 
According to the Institute of Race Relations 
website, he is adopting more extreme xeno-
phobic policies, which he seems to have no 
scrupules about, so as to make sure that he 
doesn’t lose support to Marine Le Pen in the 
forthcoming elections.

A. What’s reassuring is that all the major 
political parties are now addressing issues like 
immigration and national identity, but in a 
relatively restrained way. During the election, 
immigration featured prominently but none 
of the major parties played the race card. 
We’ve had British jobs for British workers 
under Brown and Cameron’s Munich speech, 
but they are isolated rather than part of a 
coherent strategy to exploit tensions. What is 
required though is for politicians of all per-
suasions to face up to  the issues of identity, 
nationality and loss of a sense of community 
that provide the breeding  ground for extre-
mism.    

By Mark A. Silberstein

Synagoga Statue, Berlin © Mark A. Silberstein
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Julien Rath, a second year journalism student 
with a personal passion for everything Europe, 
has given Synchronicity an insight into the 
!nancial pinch Germany currently !nds itself 
in.

Born in Duisburg, Germany, Julien moved to 
America when he was !ve and returned to his 
native country as a teenager. A$er spending 
his youth in Germany, always being known 
as “the American” or “the French”, from his 
mother’s side, he set eyes on an education in 
his main language English. Not being able 
to secure a loan or funding, the States were 
crossed o# his list and he came to London.
On living in Germany, Julien said: “Germany 

is a peculiar country. "e !rst city I lived in 
was Bremen, northern Germany. "ere are 
big personality di#erences depending on 
where you live, in the North people are closed 
up and not very open to new things. It takes 

a while to get used to them. Compared to 
England and the US, university fees are very 
small at 500 Euro per year, but the quality 
shows that. "ey also still have di#erent 
lengths for subjects; Medicine is six years, 
Engineering four.”

Regarding politics, Julien feels most people 
have a wrong image: “Germany is quite le$-
wing, a contrast to the normal picture of an 
extreme right Germany. "e Right does come 
out at elections, but they are detested, with 
more le$-wing protesters turning up at their 
meetings to protest than actual right-wing 
members. Politics is at a stalemate, it hasn’t 
moved since 2002, when the socialist party 
was removed a$er ten years. Merkel’s party 
didn’t even campaign at the last election, they 
knew they’d win. All governments are coa-
litions, no single party has won in decades. 
"ey have a kind of two-party system with 
the two biggest parties, but there is always a 
third, smaller kingmaker.

Would you like to talk about 
your country? Send us an 

email at 
synchronicitygroup@gmail.

Page 4 - "e Europe Issue          Synchronicitygroup.net                           January 2012

G$"6-#K'/6'9$0")

When We Walk on Ice start playing their 
captivating tight sound, it is hard to 

believe that only two souls are creating it.

"eir unique Indie sound reminds me of at 
least two bands that I love: Cocteau Twins 
and Mazzy Star.  We Walk on Ice have a simi-
lar ethereal feel to their songs which is then 
punctuated by experimental jagged guitar 
ri#s that pull you back into this plane.

It was a hot 29-degree Sunday night and I 
went to watch their gig at Hoxton Bar and 
Kitchen.  I walked into a sea of sound as 
Swedish singer Ida Jacobson tamed the ebb 
and %ow on lead guitar with her high and 
powerful voice rising up to the ceiling. Brazi-
lian drummer Lincoln Trevisani’s drumsticks 
hit down hard, with his heavy focused beats 
like consecutive crashing tidal waves. Strobe 
lights %ashed across their intense faces, which 
were full of concentration.  "e audience 
was mesmerised and !xated on the pair who 
were with us and yet seemed to co-exist in a 
comfortable reality where mindfulness was 
the law.

"e band formed two and a half years ago, 
when, as Ida jokingly puts it, “I enticed Lin-

coln into my web” to be a part of the project. 
From that moment they have never looked 
back – moving forward with a DIY spirit that 
is quite hard to !nd these days.  With 30 years 
of music experience between them, We Walk 
on Ice are a hardworking band, playing gigs at 
least twice a month and making music for the 
love, appreciation and respect of it – not just 
to look good. Hallelujah!

I had always wondered about the name of 
the band and Ida said: “"at’s related to the 
lake where I am from [the town of Öster-
sund] in winter time people hang out on the 
ice it is quite essential you can drive on it, 
bring some co#ee, take a walk and sunbathe 
on it. It’s kind of what we do where I am 
from.” Ida composes all her own lyrics: “dark 
fairytales” and dreamy stories about love, life 
and loss.  Yet most of the inspiration comes 
from a nostalgic source, the lake and a very 
interesting tale connected to it:  “I am very 
in%uenced by water; there are loads of songs 
about it. Where my town is situated, there is 
a sea… a lake monster like in Loch Ness [her 
father once spotted it].  We have a song called 
"e Beast which I wrote about the monster.”

"e band does some covers, adding their 
own changes to songs. "ere is a great take 

on the 1961 song Runaway by Del Shannon 
and they reinterpret songs by groups like "e 
Smiths. "e inspiration for their sound ranges 
from Ida’s love of Hole and War Paint to them 
both liking Smashing Pumpkins. But then 
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REVIEW

Lincoln said something to me that explained 
the exceptionally strong, heavy beats that he 
in%icts upon the drums. Being the youngest 
in the family he was in%uenced by his three 
muso brothers, when growing up in the town 
of Londrina, and later by other bands he 
worked with in London: “I used to play in a 
metal band so I am really into Sepultura and 
Slayer.” In response to the question whether 
this has been an in%uence on his drumming, 
Lincoln said: “I can’t shake the heaviness and 
it’s annoying. I really want to play it quieter 
but it’s just gnununnnnnnuh!” He added:  
“But I also love Queen, Creedence Clearwater 
Revival. "ese days, I don’t listen to Metal as 
much.  Every once in a while [though] I go 
back and listen to some old album or some 
new band. Now I mostly listen to electronic 
stu# and because of Ida’s musical in%uence to 
1950’s stu#.”

Last week, We Walk on Ice had their track 
Sea Sick played on Gary Crowley’s show on 
BBC London radio – see below for the video.  
"is year they will be releasing a 7” single on 
vinyl which is something to look out for on 
the not too distant horizon.       

By Mark A. Silberstein
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We then came to the subject of the hour, 
!nance: “Germany has a lot of money, under 
Schröder, in the good years, they tightened 
their belts and saved a lot. But Greece, Por-
tugal, Ireland and soon Italy want the money. 
To understand the bailout situation, we have 
to go back to the creation of the eurozone. 
Helmut Kohl, Merkel’s mentor, basically 
created it together with France. "ey pushed 
for the union, and now they have to live up to 
it, it’s their own fault.”

Julien predicts a tighter EU for the near 
future: “"ere will be a two-speed Europe, 
with a deeper integration of the 17 eurozone 
members on one side, and some of the wea-
ker members of the remaining ten might have 
to leave. Right now, Greece and the others 
will get their money, they’ve passed austerity 
measures. What we will probably see soon is 
direct EU intervention on government level, 
but that’s what is needed.”

Brandenburg Gate ©
 Julien Rath

"is is how Julien summed up Germany: 
“It is a Good country it could be better but 
it does have a lot of untapped potential. "e 
people are a bit slow and that  holds them 
back. Switching French and German politics 
would be an interesting move and it might 
make them a bit more dynamic.”  

By Christian Jensen


